Warden’s Notes: April 2019

Hello
This is the latest of an occasional series of personal notes
by me, Martin Stuart, the Parish Warden, where I talk about
what’s happening in Grappenhall and Thelwall, what work
I’ve been doing recently and bring you some pictures of the
amazing wealth of natural beauty and wildlife that I come
across whilst travelling round the Parish.
I work 16 hours a week patrolling the highways, footpaths and public places in the Parish
keeping them free from litter and clear of overhanging growth and weeds along with any
other tasks that need doing. I also act as the ‘eyes and ears’ of the Parish Council by
resolving problems that occur or reporting them to other authorities. I like to think that I act
as an ambassador for the Parish Council, being out and about around the Parish and being
able to talk to lots of residents. So if you see me around (wearing my hi-vis vest that says
what I am) stop and have a chat or at least say hello.

Community Litter Pick

Our first community litter pick of the year was held on Saturday 6th April in glorious sunshine
and attracted a record turnout of some 35 people of all ages.
Collectively we picked 48 bags of litter which, as the picture below shows, pretty well filled
my vehicle on the Monday.

Everyone enjoyed this community
activity which ended with cake and
a drink provided by the Parish
Council consumed in the sunshine
outside the Bellhouse community
centre.
Our next litter pick will be on
Saturday 29th June at 10.am which
I expect to be even more
successful than this one. If you
would like to be placed on our
database so as to be sent an email
reminder shortly before the next
litter pick just telephone the Parish
Council office on 01925 264918 or
drop a line to

info@grappenhallandthelwallpc.org.uk
.Alternatively, keep an eye on the Parish Council noticeboards or our website where
forthcoming litter picks will be publicised.
Last but not least, a great big thankyou
to all those who gave up their time to
take part in the litter pick and helped
to keep the parish as clean and tidy
as it is.

Rant of the month
Here’s a different one – you wouldn’t believe how often I find myself picking up bits of plastic
bumpers, headlight/sidelight glass and wing mirrors from the roadside, presumably the result
of minor collisions or the dreaded wing mirror ‘kiss’.
Not much I can say about this really as I suppose nobody wants to have a bump in their car
and I suppose I am there to pick up stuff that no one else does !

Footpaths
Shown below are two photographs of different types of blossoms alongside two of the more
rural footpaths in the Parish.
I regularly patrol all the footpaths
to make sure they are clear and
accessible. There really are some
wonderful walks around here with
stunning views. These range from
those leading up towards
Appleton Thorn to those towards
the ship canal at Thelwall.

Broad Lane/Church Lane , Grappenhall
A picture here to remind us how lovely this triangle of grass at the entry to the village is
looking now that the tree blossom is out, the daffodils in bloom and the flower beds also
looking very colouful.
Please don’t complain though if it starts to look a little unkempt over the next few weeks as

we’re not able to cut the grass until the daffodils have properly died back, otherwise they
wouldn’t come up next year.

Fly tipping and litter
And finally, if you come across examples of fly-tipping or large concentrations of litter within
the Parish that I can clear up (or where there are larger items involved and the Borough
Council will move them) please let us know by contacting the parish council on 01925
264918 or info@grappenhallandthelwallpc.org.uk . I can’t promise to deal with everything
reported instantly but can usually deal with most things reported within the week in order to
keep the parish as clean and shiny as we all want it to be.

