
  

GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL 
Council Office, Community Centre, Bellhouse Lane, Grappenhall, Warrington WA4 2SG 

Janet Richards, Clerk to the Council/RFO 
Tel 01925 264918 (Monday to Thursday 2.00 - 4.30 pm) 

info@grappenhallandthelwallpc.org.uk 

 

 

  
10th December 2020 
 
Dear Councillor 
 
A meeting of the COUNCIL will be held via Zoom (details to follow), on Thursday 17th December at 7.30 p.m. 
at which your presence is requested.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

Clerk to the Council/RFO 
 

A G E N D A 
 

 
1. Apologies for Absence 
 To consider apologies and reasons for absence. For resolution. 
 
2. Disclosures of Pecuniary and Personal Interests 

Members are reminded that personal interests or prejudicial interests, as defined in the Code of Conduct, in 
any matter before the meeting, must be disclosed no later than the start of discussion on that item. 

 
3. Minutes 

To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 19th November and to receive 
the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting on 3rd December. 
 

4. Dispensation Requests 
To consider any dispensation requests from members.   

 
5. PCSO Report 
 The PCSO monthly report will be emailed to members prior to the meeting. For discussion. 
 
6. Information for Noting 
 a)  The tipper van for the Warden will be delivered wk/com 14th December. 
 b)  The Assistant Clerk is still trying to obtain quotes for the Parish Council Office kitchen and 

     quotes should be available to present at the meeting (funding >£3200 already authorised). 
 c)  The Clerk has switched the Parish Council Office gas and electricity onto a new rate with British Gas 
 d) The Assistant Clerk will finish her CiLCA coursework w/c 14th December and upload to SLCC. 
 
 
7. Community Speed Watch Traffic Calming Proposals 

Following on from discussions by members at the September Parish Council meeting, the Clerk has 
investigated further. To confirm that WBC will carry out the necessary consultation and that we could 
undertake improvement on a location by location basis (initially doing one location as a pilot exercise). The 
Parish Council had broadly agreed to support this 5-year initiative at a cost of between £8,542 and £13,050 
per year for 5 years (depending on whether humps/tables or cushions were used). For members to decide 

about:blank


  

on the pilot study location. Broad Lane was a favourable location to start off with at the September 
discussions. 

 
8. Covid-19 Update 
 To discuss any concerns/updates/requirements. 
 
9. South Warrington Parish Council Local Plan Working Group (SWP) 

Councillors Cliff Taylor and Ryan Bate will provide an update to members. 
 
10.  External Audit 

The Clerk is pleased to report that the External Audit, conducted by PKF Littlejohn has been concluded. 
Their comments were ‘On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Section 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in 
accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern 
that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met’. For noting. 

 
11. Budget for 2021/2022 

The Clerk has prepared draft budgets for 2021/2022 which are attached to this agenda (based on a precept 
increase of 2% and 5%). For discussion and resolution. 

 
12. Request for Funding 
 a) St Wilfrid’s Church – funding request for £15k to £20k for their new car park (see letter attached). 
 

Note that the two funding requests on the November agenda (from Grappenhall Ex-Servicemans Bowling 
Club and North West Ambulance Service) have still not send us their accounts so have been omitted from 
this agenda. 
 

13. Authorisation of Petty Cash for Walled Garden 
 To authorise petty cash expenditure from the Walled Garden (attached). 
 
14. Accounts for Payment  

A schedule of Accounts for Payment to be tabled. 
 
15. Expenditure to Date 
 The Clerk will present the expenditure to date, against the 2020/21 budget. 
 
16. Consideration of Planning Applications 
 To consider any planning applications which require an immediate decision.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
Request for funding from St Wilfrid’s Church 

 
 
Dear Cllr McQuillan, 
 
Thank you for the information about the Church Lane parking proposal discussed at last Thursday’s PC 
meeting.  Councillors may like an update on the work in progress at St Wilfrid’s and our plans going into 2021.  
Construction of the annex, which will include a meeting room and small café which will be open for public use.  
We have already achieved significant milestones with the completion of the foundations and erection of the 
steel structure.  Our expectation is that the annex will be completed by Easter (April 4th 2021). 
 
St Wilfrid’s has permission to create a 18 vehicle carpark including 2 accessible spaces at the end of the 
Churchyard by the Scout campsite; refurbish the Church track leading to the carpark and create a new 
walkway and bicycle park leading from the carpark, round the church through to Church Lane.  This additional 
parking will make a significant contribution to the Grappenhall Conservation Area.   
 
However, this 2nd phase of construction cannot start, until it is funded.  The £500,000 that we have raised to 
build the annex has been a huge mountain to climb.  We expect that the car park and track improvements will 
cost an additional £100,000 as carpark lighting, a retaining wall and improved drainage are required.  We 
plan to conduct a competitive tender next month and are applying for grant funding.  St Wilfrid’s normal 
fundraising activities, Walking Day and the Christmas Fair to name two major ones, have simply not been 
possible this year.   
 
Grant funding has become even more competitive.  A demonstration of local support with funding from our 
Parish Council would be very persuasive to prospective funders like Virador.  We realise that you have many 
calls on Parish Council funds, indeed Thelwall Parish Hall achieved a major improvement in their carpark last 
February, supported by £12,500 of funding from yourselves.  
 
Many families across Grappenhall and Thelwall could benefit from: 
 

• Easier parking for the school run (for 420 pupil St Wilfrid’s Primary School) 

• Safer access for young people attending Scout and preschool activities (9000 visits/year) 

• Easier parking for people wishing to walk through the Conservation Area and Canal towpath 

If you could offer 15-20% funding towards this significant new off-street carparking facility in Church Lane that 
would be enormously helpful.  We would like to start this work in March/April 2021 but the start date will 
depend upon the availability of funds.  I would be happy to provide Councillors with further details.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

  
 
Rev’d Jane Proudfoot 
 
 
 
 


