
 

 

Warden’s Notes: November 2020 

   

Hello 

I know, it’s much too early to be thinking about the 

festive season but it seems to be the thing this year to 

put the decorations and Christmas tree up super early 

to give us all some cheer in this second national 

lockdown. So here we go: May I take the opportunity to 

wish a very Happy Christmas and a fruitful New Year to 

all residents of, and visitors to, the parish. 

This is the Christmas edition of warden’s notes by me, Martin Stuart, the Parish Warden, 

where I talk about what’s happening in Grappenhall and Thelwall, what work I’ve been doing 

recently and bring you some pictures of the amazing wealth of natural beauty and wildlife 

that I come across whilst travelling round the parish. 

I work 16 hours a week patrolling the highways, footpaths and public places in the parish 

keeping them free from litter and clear of overhanging growth and weeds along with any 

other tasks that need doing. I also act as the ‘eyes and ears’ of the Parish Council by 

resolving problems that occur or reporting them to other authorities. I also like to think that I 

act as an ambassador for the Parish Council, being out and about around the parish and 

being able to talk to lots of residents. So, if you see me around (wearing my hi-vis vest that 

says what I am) stop and have a chat or at least say hello. 

Community Litter Pick 

To my great regret, we have not been able to hold any of the three Community Litter Picks 

that were planned for this year due to the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic and the need to 

maintain social distancing. Nevertheless, I am aware that various people throughout the 

parish have continued to carry on litter picking, both individually and in family groups and for 

which we should all be truly grateful. In addition, I, of course, continue to pick litter as part of 

my duties when not engaged in other tasks for the Parish Council. 

Here’s hoping that the pandemic will have retreated next year (and the news of vaccines is 

hopeful) and that we will be able to carry out some sort of a programme of Community Litter 

Picks once again. 

 

 

 



Diamond Park, Thelwall 

Regular readers of these ‘Notes’ will recall a 

similar picture to this published in the 2019 

Christmas edition, announcing that we had 

replaced the broken (and dangerous) end 

panel to the popular toddlers’ bench in 

Diamond Park at Thelwall. 

This picture, taken recently, shows that the 

other end panel has now been smashed, 

again leaving dangerous jagged edges. 

We have therefore decided, on the grounds of 

both safety and economy, to remove the 

bench from the park. I am sorry if it is missed 

by the younger members of the community, 

but it is clearly not feasible to keep replacing 

broken parts of this bench which have 

become hazardous. 

 

 

 

Hedges alongside Footpaths 

I must again apologise for the piles of hedge clippings left around the parish, particularly in 

Morris Brook Park and which was caused by the loss of a vehicle that I previously borrowed 

from Warrington Borough Council and which would have been used to remove such waste. 

The good news is that the parish council has now taken decisive action to resolve my 

transportation problems and by early December I should be whizzing around the place 

collecting all such piles of stuff that have been left lying around. 

Jubilee Park and Diamond Park 

The Council recently received its regular safety inspection reports into Jubilee and Diamond 

Parks which it owns and operates. I am pleased to report that both parks passed with flying 

colours with only some very minor issues that either have been or are about to be 

addressed. 

A particular issue at both parks was the existence of potential trip hazards round the edges 

of the soft surfacing areas around the recently installed play equipment, caused by soil 

shrinkage over time. This is easily resolved by infilling with spare soil to level off the 

upstanding edge. This can be seen in the photo below at Diamond Park where Bradley, the 

apprentice and I used spare soil to level the edges of play equipment surfacing. 

Similar work will be carried out shortly at Jubilee Park. 



Another minor issue noted in the 

report was the fact that the bolts 

holding the main support chains of 

the popular basket swing in Jubilee 

Park, shown in the photo below, 

had worked loose. 

 

 

 

Again, this problem was easily 

resolved with a ladder and large 

spanner. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                      

                                                                               Basket swing, Jubilee Park 

 



Rant of the month 

 

This is the part of these ‘Notes’ where I let rip 

about a specific type of litter that I’m having to 

pick up which is particularly irritating me. 

OK, I may have mentioned this before, but 

the most common single item of litter that I’m 

currently picking up on our streets are these, 

face masks. You wouldn’t believe how many I 

can collect on busy roads like Knutsford 

Road, casually discarded by people using 

them to protect themselves (and us) from 

Coronavirus. 

Now this is not only messy and untidy but 

potentially very dangerous if these items are 

contaminated with the virus. Although I never 

pick up litter without my trusty litter picker, I don’t 

feel comfortable carrying around a black bag possibly containing the virus. 

So please, dispose of all your litter safely in one the many bins provided in the parish or take 

it home to dispose of it, particularly PPE items such as these.  

Hedge at Church Lane, Grappenhall 

 

This picture shows the footway at 

Church Lane Grappenhall where the 

hedge had become so overgrown 

that it was blocking off half the 

footway, not only causing a road 

safety hazard due to people stepping 

into the road to avoid each other but 

also making social distancing difficult.  

As this is a popular route to St 

Wilfrids Primary School there was a 

particular problem at least twice a 

day but, following a request from the 

parish council to the hedge owners to 

cut back the hedge, the householders 

very promptly did so and the results 

can be seen in the photo.  

The hedge has been cut back to a level 

that I have certainly never seen before, leaving a clear and spacious footway. So, a big 

thank you to the hedge owners for setting to and providing a benefit to all the community. 



Nature and wildlife 

Firstly, I thought I’d share this snap showing 

a reflection of the white house alongside the 

canal in Grappenhall village in early 

autumnal colours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondly is a picture of one of the pair 

of elegant swans to be seen on the 

canal in and around Grappenhall this 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

And lastly, pictures of two of our local residents: on the left, one of the herons that are often 

seen around and about, having just taken flight at my approach and on the right, one of the 

apparently fearless robins that often approach to within touching distance to study my work. 

                                                                   

 Fly tipping and litter 

And finally, if you come across examples of fly-tipping or large concentrations of litter within 

the parish that I can clear up (or where there are larger items involved and the Borough 

Council will move them) please let us know by contacting the Parish Council on 01925 

264918.  

I can’t promise to deal with everything reported instantly but can usually deal with most 

things reported within the week in order to keep the parish as clean and shiny as we all want 

it to be. 

 

 

  


