
 

 

Warden’s Notes: February 2021 

Hello 

This is the latest of an occasional series of personal notes 

by me, Martin Stuart, the Parish Warden, where I talk 

about what’s happening in Grappenhall and Thelwall, what 

work I’ve been doing recently and bring you some pictures 

of the amazing wealth of natural beauty and wildlife that I 

come across whilst travelling around the Parish. 

I work 16 hours a week patrolling the highways, footpaths 

and public places in the Parish keeping them free from 

litter and clear of overhanging growth and weeds along 

with any other tasks that need doing. I also act as the ‘eyes 

and ears’ of the Parish Council by resolving problems that 

occur or reporting them to other authorities. I like to think 

that I act as an ambassador for the Parish Council, being 

out and about around the Parish and being able to talk to lots of residents. So, if you see me 

around (wearing my hi-vis vest that says what I am) stop and have a chat or at least say 

hello, as long as we maintain a safe social distance of 2 metres between us! 

It is truly a strange time that we’re living through in the midst of the global coronavirus 

pandemic. A frightening, and for some, tragic time with a very strange lifestyle. At the same 

time, it has been truly heartening to see the way that the local community has come together 

to help and support each other and the vulnerable in particular.  

There is of course some hope for the future now with the emergence of new vaccines which 

will, hopefully, help us beat the virus and eventually resume something like a normal life. 

Parish Council Vehicle 

I spoke in previous ‘Notes’ of my problems with 

Transport, given that we are no longer able to borrow a 

vehicle from Warrington Council due to Covid 19 

restrictions on vehicle sharing. On the left is a picture of 

the solution to the problem – our very own pick-up truck 

that the Parish Council has acquired, neatly badged up 

with our logo. 

It’s a Fiat Doblo and can carry and tip and will not only 

make my life easier but also enable me to carry out more 

work ranging from picking up litter and hedge trimmings 

to collecting fly-tipping and transporting materials around. 

 

 



 

 

You may also have seen me around the 

parish in this huge pantechnicon which Fiat 

lent me when our truck was in the garage 

for some warranty work. It was 

embarrassingly big but did mean that the job 

could keep going. 

Normal service has now been resumed with 

the return of our pretty little truck. 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Litter Picks 

Unfortunately, one of the first victims of the coronavirus pandemic was our programme of 

community litter picks. It was not possible to hold any of the litter picks that we had 

programmed for 2020 and there is uncertainty over if, or when we will be able to reinstate 

community litter picks. As soon as it is possible to safely arrange such events, we will set out 

a programme of litter picks and publicise it widely. 

In the meantime, I am aware there are several individuals and groups that continue to carry 

out solo or socially distant litter picks, not least the admirable Thelwall Grappenhall Litter 

Picking Group and Clean up my Community-Warrington, who both do amazing work in the 

community. 

Should any groups or individuals who have carried out litter picks within the parish need 

refuse bags collecting, simply send me a message in Facebook messenger telling me where 

the bags have been left (or, ideally, describing the location using the ’what3words’ app) and I 

will collect and dispose of them.  

If you would like to be placed on our database to be sent an email reminder shortly before 

the next litter pick just telephone the Parish Council office on 01925 264918 or drop a line to 

info@grappenhallandthelwallpc.org.uk  

Snow and Ice 

Here’s a topical one, or at least it is at the time of writing this, as we’re currently in the grip of 

what’s been referred to as the second ’Beast from the East’, namely snow and ice. 

The two pictures show the canal bridges in Grappenhall village during a recent icy spell. 
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Both bridges seem to suffer from heavy 

icing, both on the roadway and the 

adjacent footways making them hazardous 

to both vehicles and pedestrians. I imagine 

also that they are not the highest priority for 

gritting by Warrington, not being on major 

traffic routes. 

Luckily I was able to get out early and grit 

both these bridges thus reducing the 

potential public dangers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rant of the month 

This is the part of these ‘Notes’ where I let rip about a specific type of litter that I’m having to 

pick up which is particularly irritating me. 

In this case it’s not exactly litter but hedge and garden trimmings that people are tossing 

over their back fences into both of the Parish Council’s parks at Euclid Avenue, Grappenhall 

and Barley Road, Thelwall.  

Below is a picture of recent Leylandii prunings that I had to remove from Diamond Park at 

Thelwall. 



 

 

 So please, don’t drop your 

garden waste in our publiuc 

parks. It’s really not fair to mess 

up these lovely public spaces 

and force us to spend public 

money on clearing away private 

waste. 

Much better to use Warrington 

Council’s excellent green bin 

service to get rid of garden 

waste for a very reasonable 

charge. 

 

 

 

 

 

Grappenhall Heys 

I don’t know how many of you know the little pond 

at Grappenhall Heys between Astor Drive and 

Wolfe Close but it’s a delightful feature, complete 

with ducks and waterfowl. 

It also has a boardwalk along one side so you can 

get up close to the water (and the ducks). 

However, as the photo shows, the chicken wire 

that is fixed to the boardwalk to prevent it 

becoming slippery in wet weather (and those of 

you with timber decking in your gardens will 

understand exactly why this is necessary) had 

recently come loose, forming an additional trip 

hazard. 

I was able to remove the old chicken wire and 

replace it with new relatively easily (and cheaply). 

 

 

 



 

 

The Old Rectory Grappenhall 

I’m afraid I can’t give you any more information on the long-awaited restoration of the Old 

Rectory at Grappenhall, a much loved local feature sadly suffering from long term decline. 

What I can report, and demonstrate with the before and after photos below, is that I’ve 

recently trimmed back the overhanging ivy from its garden wall and which was obstructing 

the narrow footway alongside it to the detriment of both road safety and social distancing. 

 

                                                

          

Nature and wildlife 

I’ve not managed to photograph much wildlife 

this month (they’ve probably got more sense 

and stopped at home under the duvet!) but 

here’s a picture of the robin that often keeps 

me company whilst I’m working and shows 

no fear of humans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Fly-tipping and litter 

And finally, if you come across examples of fly-tipping or large concentrations of litter within 

the Parish that I can clear up (or where there are larger items involved which Warrington 

Council will move) please let us know by contacting the Parish Council on 01925 264918 or 

info@grappenhallandthelwallpc.org.uk. I can’t promise to deal with everything reported 

instantly but can usually deal with most things reported within the week in order to keep the 

parish as clean and shiny as we all want it to be.                                              
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