
 

 

Warden’s Notes: April 2021 

Hello 

This is the latest of an occasional series of personal notes 

by me, Martin Stuart, the Parish Warden, where I talk 

about what’s happening in Grappenhall and Thelwall, what 

work I’ve been doing recently and bring you some pictures 

of the amazing wealth of natural beauty and wildlife that I 

come across whilst travelling around the parish. 

I work 16 hours a week patrolling the highways, footpaths 

and public places in the parish keeping them free from litter 

and clear of overhanging growth and weeds along with any 

other tasks that need doing. I also act as the ‘eyes and 

ears’ of the Parish Council by resolving problems that 

occur or reporting them to other authorities. I like to think 

that I act as an ambassador for the Parish Council, being 

out and about around the parish and being able to talk to lots of residents. So, if you see me 

around (wearing my hi-vis vest that says who I am) stop and have a chat or at least say 

hello, as long as we maintain a safe social distance of 2 metres between us! 

It is truly a strange time that we’re living through in the midst of the global coronavirus 

pandemic. A frightening, and for some, tragic time with a very strange lifestyle. At the same 

time, it has been truly heartening to see the way that the local community has come together 

to help and support each other and the vulnerable in particular.  

There is of course some hope for the future now with the emergence of vaccines which will, 

hopefully, help us beat the virus and eventually resume something like a normal life. 

Litter Picking 

 

We are still unable to organise our regular Community 

Litter Picks due to current coronavirus restrictions 

although I am hoping that we will be able to reinstate a 

programme of litter picks later in the year as we emerge 

from lockdown. 

However, there are several individuals and groups that 

continue to carry out solo or socially distant litter picks, 

not least the admirable Thelwall Grappenhall Litter 

Picking Group and Clean up my Community-Warrington, 

who both do amazing work in the community. 

Should any groups or individuals who have carried out litter picks within the parish need 

refuse bags collecting, simply send me a message in Facebook messenger telling me where 

the bags have been left (or, ideally, describing the location using the ’what3words’ app) and I 

will collect and dispose of them.  



 

 

Since my last mention of this offer in the previous ‘Warden’s Notes’ there are several 

individuals and groups who have continued to litter pick and to let me know where their bags 

have been left so I can pick them up in the pretty little truck shown in the above picture. 

If you would like to be placed on our database so as to be sent an email reminder shortly 

before the next litter pick just telephone the Parish Council office on 01925 264918 or drop a 

line to info@grappenhallandthelwallpc.org.uk  

Diamond Park 

 

 

The regular users of Diamond Park at Thelwall amongst you will recognise this popular piece 

of play equipment which was recently found to have been vandalised by the smashing of the 

steering wheel. As this left some pretty wicked sharp edges I acted quickly to remove the 

hazard. 

We then managed to obtain a replacement part which, as the picture below shows, has now 

been installed on the piece of equipment to restore its full functions. 

I am becoming seriously concerned over the high level of casual vandalism occurring in this 

small toddlers park which is locked up at night. There have been repeated incidents of play 

equipment being broken there, including a small bench (twice), this one and the repeated 

smashing of the anti-pigeon spikes on the swings. 

If anyone has any information as to who is responsible for this recurrent vandalism at the 

park, please let us or the police know so we can take action to prevent this well-used 

community facility being spoilt. 
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Jubilee Park 

 

This picture shows the recent work that I have done to eliminate what are seen as trip 

hazards around the play equipment at Jubilee Park. As you can imagine,the raised edges of 



 

 

the soft surface around the equipment could easily trip up excited children running from one 

piece to another.  

As you can see, the solution is simply to build up the edges with some spare soil to take 

away the upstanding edge. All I need now is for spring to come and for the grass to grow 

over this new soil to stabilize it. 

Rant of the month 

This is the part of these ‘Notes’ where I let rip about a specific type of litter that I’m having to 

pick up which is particularly irritating me. 

There’s only one candidate for my rage this month and it’s face masks, both the disposable 

type and the cloth ones and I’m picking up literally hundreds of them. 

I appreciate how irritating it is to have to wear these things but that’s no excuse for just 

tossing them on the ground when you emerge from a shop or wherever. 

Please take them home to dispose of them or put them in a litter bin, it’s not that hard surely. 

                                        

Nature and wildlife 

 

I couldn’t resist putting up this 

beautiful picture. It is, of course, a 

Horse Chestnut bud bursting out to 

show that spring is on the way, 

despite the Arctic temperatures that 

we’re currently enduring. 

This will be followed by the opening 

of those bright green leaves and 

then the white chandelier of flowers 

and eventually by those lovely deep 

brown conkers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

This picture may be seen as 

something of a mystery as it 

appears to be just a shot of one 

of the bridges over the Trans 

Pennine Trail, which it is.  

However, if you can zoom in 

enough on the last coping stone 

of the bridge, there is a 

Nuthatch, a very quiet little bird 

that walks up and down tree 

trunks with equal ease. 

Similarly, I also recently saw the 

unmistakeable irridescent blue 

flash of a Kingfisher flying along 

the stream in Morris Brook Park 

but was of course unable to get 

the phone out quick enough to 

snap it. Perhaps this section 

should be titled ‘The one that 

got away’ ! 

 

Fly tipping and litter 

And finally, if you come across examples of fly-tipping or large concentrations of litter within 

the parish that I can clear up (or where there are larger items involved which Warrington 

Council will move) please let us know by contacting the Parish Council on 01925 264918 or 

info@grappenhallandthelwallpc.org.uk. I can’t promise to deal with everything reported 

instantly, but can usually deal with most things reported within the week in order to keep the 

parish as clean and shiny as we all want it to be.                                              

This picture shows a recent example of fly-

tipping that I moved from that little informal 

layby on Weaste Lane. It was two bags of 

builders waste and a very heavy steel door 

which I just about managed to load on to the 

pretty little truck. 
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