
 

 

Warden’s Notes: August 2021 

 

Hello 

This is the latest of an occasional series of personal notes 

by me, Martin Stuart, the Parish Warden, where I talk 

about what’s happening in Grappenhall and Thelwall, what 

work I’ve been doing recently and bring you some pictures 

of the amazing wealth of natural beauty and wildlife that I 

come across whilst travelling around the parish. 

I work 16 hours a week patrolling the highways, footpaths 

and public places in the parish keeping them free from litter 

and clear of overhanging growth and weeds along with any 

other tasks that need doing. I also act as the ‘eyes and 

ears’ of the Parish Council by resolving problems that 

occur or reporting them to other authorities. I like to think 

that I act as an ambassador for the Parish Council, being 

out and about around the parish and being able to talk to lots of residents. So, if you see me 

around (wearing my hi-vis vest that says what I am) stop and have a chat or at least say 

hello. 

It is now perhaps a time to be cautiously optimistic that we are finally beginning to emerge 

from this global pandemic, whilst still continuing to take the appropriate safety measures to 

prevent the spread of the virus. Surely it can’t be much longer before we can resume 

something like a normal life again. 

Litter Picking 

For the first time in many a long month we finally managed to hold a community litter pick on 

Saturday 26th June. Although the general turnout was not brilliant, we were considerably 

boosted by the presence of a contingent from the 4th Grappenhall Brownies who, along with 

their leaders/parents, did sterling work on clearing up and tidying Morris Brook Park. Many 

thanks to them for their hard work. 



 

 

In addition to this work, there are 

several individuals and groups that 

continue to carry out litter picks, not 

least the admirable Thelwall 

Grappenhall Litter Picking Group and 

Clean up my Community-Warrington 

who both do amazing work in the 

community. 

Should any groups or individuals who 

have carried out litter picks within the 

parish need refuse bags collecting, 

simply send me a message in 

Facebook messenger telling me 

where the bags have been left (or, 

ideally, describing the location using the ’what3words’ app) and I will collect and dispose of 

them.  

Our next Community Litter Pick is to be held on Saturday 2nd October starting, as usual, at 

10 am at the Parish Council office on Bellhouse Lane in Grappenhall. Do come along and 

help to keep the area clean and tidy. 

If you would like to be placed on our database so as to be sent an email reminder shortly 

before the next litter pick just telephone the Parish Council office on 01925 264918 or drop a 

line to info@grappenhallandthelwallpc.org.uk  

Jubilee Park 

 

The sharp-eyed amongst you will recognise 

this picture of the well-used and popular 

basket swing at Jubilee Park which has 

mysteriously disappeared in recent weeks. 

Don’t worry, I removed it due to safety 

concerns and a new one is on order to replace 

it. Probably not visible in this photo but the 

ropes were so worn from constant use that the 

steel cable reinforcement at the centre of the 

rope net was showing through. I will, of course, 

put up the new swing seat as soon as it 

arrives. 

The metal goalposts (that were prone to being 

bent and damaged) have now been replaced 

by a single goal of solid timber and a much 

more robust construction than the old ones. It   

appears to be well-used and popular. 

mailto:info@grappenhallandthelwallpc.org.uk


 

 

Other news at the park is that a new set of adult fitness equipment is to be erected along the 

main footpath through Jubilee Park which will help to expand the attraction of the park to a 

more varied age range so that it will continue to serve all the local community. More of this in 

a future edition. 

Rant of the month 

This is the part of these ‘Notes’ where I let rip about a 

specific type of litter that I’m having to pick up which is 

particularly irritating me. 

This month it’s so-called ‘laughing gas’ canisters or 

nitrous oxide to give it it’s proper name and shown in 

the picture below. 

There’s a whole debate about the legality of these 

things which people inhale from balloons to get a ‘legal 

high’ and about the harm that they may or may not 

cause to health. However I don’t intend to get into 

those debates. My concern is over the littering caused 

by the scores of these metal canisters being left to be 

picked up by others, usually me ! 

Whilst I wouldn’t presume to give advice to others, it’s 

probably safest not to use these things (or let your 

children do so) but if you really must, please take them 

home or put them in a litter bin. 

 

 

Hedges and Footpaths 

  



 

 

                                     

It’s that time of year again when everything seems to grow like crazy. Fine if it’s your prize 

Begonias in the back garden but not so good when it’s nettles in  footpaths or hedges 

overhanging rights of way. A busy time of year for me as I, with the help of Bradley, the 

apprentice, try to strim the footpaths and cut back hedges alongside them. 

The pictures above are ‘before and after’ ones of the wall round the old rectory in 

Grappenhall village where overhanging ivy and branches were making the narrow footpath 

difficult to use, until we recently cut them back. 

Similarly, we also cleared the road gulley along Church Lane from Stanney Lunt canal bridge 

to Broad Lane which seems to accumulate weeds and silt and has been the subject of 

complaints to the council.It is one of those gulleys that is untouched by the Borough 

Council’s mechanised sweepers and can only be cleared by a man and a shovel. 

                                               

 

Above are more ‘before and after’ pictures of a footpath on Sharon Park Close where there 

are wicked thorny bushes alongside the footpath which grow to almost meet in the middle 

and which, according to one local could, “ ’ave your eye out.” 

Never fear, Bradley and I have now cut it back to more manageable levels. 

 

Nature and Wildlife 

I couldn’t resist this aahhh picture of ducklings at the pond at Grappenhall Heys. I took this 

photo whilst re-erecting the ‘Danger Deep Water’ sign which had been knocked over. 



 

 

 

Fly tipping and litter 

And finally, if you come across examples of fly-tipping or large concentrations of litter within 

the parish that I can clear up (or where there are larger items involved which Warrington 

Council will move) please let us know by contacting the Parish Council on 01925 264918 or 

info@grappenhallandthelwallpc.org.uk. I can’t promise to deal with everything reported 

instantly but can usually deal with most things reported within the week in order to keep the 

parish as clean and shiny as we all want it to be.                                              
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