
 

58 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT THE COMMUNITY GLASSHOUSE, GRAPPENHALL HEYS WALLED GARDEN ON 
THE 16th SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
Present: Councillors D Hockenhull (Chair), R Bate, M Biggin, S Brookes, M Browne, Ms S Chisholm, 

Mrs L Fernyhough,  R Fisher, R Hignett, Ms W Johnson, Mrs H Speed, C Worsley, P Warner. 
 
In attendance:  Colette Fellows Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer.  
 

Also in attendance were members of the public, Tom McMillen, Nic Baird, Kerry & Ajay 
Nair, Bryan & Jackie Hancock, Don McPherson and Cllr Ms S Harris.  

     
             Action 
              
76. Apologies for Absence 

It was resolved that apologies and reasons for absence from Councillors B Davies,  J McQuillian, C Taylor 
would be accepted. 

 
77. Disclosure of Pecuniary & Personal Interests 

No disclosures were made. 
 
78. Minutes 

Resolved that the minutes of the Parish Recess meeting on 12th August 2021 and Planning Committee 
meeting on 1st July be approved as a true record. 
 

79. Dispensation Requests 
No dispensation requests were received. 

 
80. Information for Noting  

a) The Bench on the TPT has been installed and the Ranger has confirmed they are awaiting WBC to be 
     in the area to insert the plague using a routed rebate method, rather than a screwed-on method 
     (which is not as robust/professional).  
b) The Parish Warden has bumped the Company vehicle causing damage to the front bumper and rear 
     tailgate This is not impeding on daily being carried out. Quotes for repair will be obtained. 
c) Safety Tripod ladders have been purchased for hedge cutting at a cost of £207.50 +vat. 
d) Zoom subscription has been cancelled and will switch to Microsoft Teams once it is installed. 
e) WBC have invoiced for election costs at a cost of £3584.76. 
f) Manhole emergency repairs have been carried out at Jubilee Park at a cost of £324 +vat. 
g) A donation of £250 has been given to Thelwall Rose Queen (see attached request). 
h) A rota has been circulated for the ‘Sid Traffic Calming Device’. The Parish Warden will move the device  
    around the Parish accordingly. 
i) The Assistant Clerk is in contact with Paul Clisby (head of legal at WBC) on behalf of the residents of       

Half-Acre Lane for a resolution on the long standing collapsed wall.  
j) A Litter Picking event is scheduled for 2nd October 2021. 
k) The current meeting venue will become untenable come October due to the late nights drawing in, and 

       heating in the glasshouses. The Parish Council Meeting Room albeit small can be ventilated.  
                Attendees could further ensure they have undertaken a lateral flow test within 24 hours of the meeting. 

    The Clerk has contacted GYCA, but there is no room availability. Grappenhall Library have availability  
    and will host the meetings for the next six months.  

 
81. PCSO Report 

Members had been emailed the PCSO report prior to the meeting with the most recent crime statistics: 
 

Anti Social Behaviour Incidents = 2 
  Suspicious Activity   = 2 
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  Burglary    = 3 
  Criminal Damage   = 1 
  Road Traffic Collisions  = 0 
  Shoplifting    = 1 
  Theft     = 1 
         

                                        
82. Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill 

With the imminency of the COP 26 summit and the inevitable environmental implications of the 
implementation of the Local Plan here in Warrington, it is proposed that a motion is passed for the Parish 
Council to declare an environmental emergency and to support openly the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency bill presently before Parliament. This is a cross-party, non-partisan piece of proposed 
legislation.  
 
Resident Mr Tom McMillen updated members and Council resolved that they would fully support the 
motion as follows:- 

1. Declare an ecological emergency 
2. Support the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill 
3. Inform the local media of this decision 
4. Write an open letter to Andy Carter MP (shared with residents through local and social media) 

urging them to sign up to support the Bill. 
5. Write to the CEE Bill Alliance, the organisers of the campaign for the Bill, expressing its 

support (joinus@ceebill.uk) 
6. Undertake to measure its own environmental impact and develop a plan to reduce that impact. 

 
83. South Warrington Parish Council Local Plan Working Group (SWP) 

Councillor Bate briefed members that in the new version of the Local Plan many of the changes have been 
taken on board by WBC, which is a step in the right direction, but they haven’t gone far enough. Thelwall 
Heys was now back on the table with a plan of 310 houses which came as a surprise. 
The current infrastructure would not support the new version and more needs to be done to minimise the 
Green Belt release. 
 
Public consultation starts on the 4th of October and goes on for 6 weeks. SWP plan to distribute leaflets to 
houses in the SWP parishes with guidance on how to comment. SWP will be active on social media and 
informational displays with drop-in sessions in some areas to be arranged.  

 
84. Urban Splash 

John Groves contacted Piers Riley-Smith (Barrister for G&TPC) regarding the Parish Council engaging him 
to provide further advice on the Development Management Committee handling of the meeting and to 
contest the process, which was not followed correctly. 
 
The Barrister has responded by asking for clarification of the objective of the instruction, how he might add 
to the advice about judicial review already provided, and whether anything he could add would be of value 
for the Council's money. 
 
John Groves and Piers Riley-Smith concluded that the best way forward might be for John Groves to 
prepare a paper, outlining the process, weaknesses from a PC and resident viewpoint and how those issues, 
whilst not justifying judicial review, should be highlighted as matters of concern raised by the PC.  Piers 
Riley-Smith would look over any paper prepared in this way emphasising any matters of particular 
relevance. It was resolved that members would like John Groves to prepare the paper as outlined above. 
                   CF/JG 
 

85. Communications Working Group 
A Communications Working Group has been formed and a meeting date to be confirmed. 

 

mailto:joinus@ceebill.uk
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Working Group Members:- 
Councillors Bate,  Brookes, Hignett and Worsley. 

        
86. Remembrance Day Parade 

Grappenhall and Thelwall Royal British Legion (GTRBL) have enlisted the support of the Parish Council 
for a ‘Temporary Traffic Management Order’ for Remembrance Sunday. The Clerk contacted the Police 
and Crime Commissioner John Dwyer, who then forwarded the query to Chief Inspector Simon Meegan 
who has written back to confirm a TTMO is granted by the local authority. The Clerk has reached out to 
other Parish/Town Councils for advice. The general feedback was that larger Town Councils use a TTMO 
company to run the event at a cost of around £1.2k. Cllr Mike Biggin to provide an update from WBC. It 
was resolved that the Clerk would contact GTRBL to discuss an action plan to support the process of 
finding an external company to run the event. The Council would support the event financially. Cllr Biggin 
to contact GTRBL to inform of the Councils decision.           CF/MB 

87. New Sid for Speed Watch Group 
 The current Sid machine used by the local Speed Watch Group is out of action. The equipment needs  

new rechargeable batteries, The Assistant Clerk contacted the manufacturer, but unfortunately, it is beyond 
economical repair.  

 
The cost of a new Sid machine would be as follows: - 
SID Lite - basic unit without data recording with battery charger £1950. 
SID Smart – Mid-range unit with data recording with battery charger£2029 
SID Pro – Data recording and extra LED panel for messages such as “Thank You” or “Slow Down” with 
battery charger £2,445. 
 
It was resolved that a Sid Pro be purchased at a cost of £2,445.00.             CF
    

88. Jubilee Park  
At the Parks and Open Spaces Meeting on July 15th, it was resolved that the Assistant Clerk would contact 
Wicksteed to move forward with the project with some changes to equipment, (bearing in mind the 
feedback received from public consultation and to ensure there is some disability-friendly equipment). 
Wicksteed has supplied two options. Option 1 at a cost of £19,963 has 8 pieces of equipment but does not 
include the dip/pull up bars. To Include the dip bars with a pad of wet pour underneath the equipment (to 
comply with safety standards) would be an additional cost of £2,145. Making the total cost for option 2 
£22,108. It was resolved that option 2 be installed in spring 2022.           CF/PB 

 
89. Request for Funding  

Grappenhall Community Library had requested £1600 to replace a shed with a more sustainable structure. 
It was resolved that a donation of £1600 be awarded on successfully gaining planning approval. 
  

90.      Accounts for Payment 
 It was resolved that accounts for payment totalling £21,331.10 be approved. 
 
91. Expenditure to date  

• An 'on target' expenditure for Sept (month 6) was 50% 

• Parish Council expenditure was running at 41% 

• Walled Garden expenditure was running at 53% 

• The overall figure was 45% 

• No concerns 

 
92. Consideration of Planning Applications 
 The recent planning applications were considered (see attached report). 
 

 


