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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GRAPPENHALL AND THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT GRAPPENHALL LIBRARY, VICTORIA ROAD, GRAPPENHALL ON THE 18th 
NOVEMBER 2021 
 
Present: Councillors D Hockenhull (Chairman), R Bate, M Biggin, M Browne, Ms S Chisholm, B Davies, R 

Fisher, Ms W Johnson, J McQuillian, Mrs H Speed, C Worsley. 
 
In attendance:  Colette Fellows Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer, Pat Burch Assistant Clerk. 
 
 
              Action 
116 Apologies for Absence 
 It was resolved that apologies and reasons for absence from Councillors S Brookes, Mrs Fernyhough,  
 R Hignett, C Taylor and P Warner would be accepted. 
 
117. Disclosures of Pecuniary and Personal Interests 
 No disclosures were made. 
 
118. Minutes 

Resolved the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of the 21st October  2021, the Estates Committee 
Meeting of the 19th October and the Planning Committee Meeting of the 4th November  2021 be approved 
as a true record.  

  
119. Information for Noting 

a) The Container on Cliff Lane has now been removed. 
b) Office and Meeting Room equipment has been ordered, with delivery before Christmas. 
c) Schools and Scouts in the area have enquired about the land at the back of the cricket club with a  
    view to planting a small wood in conjunction with  ‘The Queens Green Canopy’. The Parish Council 
    Office has contacted the landowners ‘Homes England’ who are currently looking into the proposal  
    which has been passed onto the ‘Estates Manager’.   
d) The Code of Conduct training which was due to take place for Councillors on 18th & 30th November 
    was cancelled by the training company.  This has been rescheduled for April 2022.       
e) The ill-health insurance claim has been settled for the previous Clerk Janet Richards.  
f) Councillor’s email address on the GTPC domain will be ‘live’ from 1st December 2021. All Parish  
    Council correspondence will be directed through this channel only. 
g) Councillor Brian Davies attended Councillor and Planning training during the month.  
 

120. Correspondance  
 a) Tim Kirwin ‘Wilder things’ has thanked the Parish Council for their donation in creating 5 sculptures 

     in the Walled Garden and 12 Sculptures in the woods which left 90 children very happy.  
                  
121. PCSO Crime Report 

Sharon Perrie was unable to attend the meeting but sent the last two months information (she has been off 
work through sickness). 
   

122. South Warrington Parish Council Local Plan Working Group  
Councillor Taylor provided an update to members via email as he was unable to attend the meeting.  
 

123. Task and Finish Group – Constitutional Documents 
Resolved that The Standing Orders for GTPC, The  Code of Conduct Policy and  
the introduction of a new Social Media Policy be adopted.  Councillors John McQuillian and Sally 
Chilsholm proposed it was noted that special thanks should go to the Clerk for all her hard work in 
revising/writing these policies.         CF 
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124. The Queens Green Canopy  
The Parish Warden had obtained 6 sapling Oak trees from the ‘Tree Farm’ on Church Lane who were 
giving some trees away due to planting too close.  Countrywide suggested that four of the Oak saplings be 
planted on the ‘Village Green’ at Grappenhall Heys to screen the current development.  It was resolved 
that the Clerk would contact the four schools listed below to see if they would like to run a competition at 
each school, and award one pupil each the chance to plant a tree. 

 

• St Wilfrid’s 

• Bradshaw Lane 

• Thelwall Infants and Junior School 

• Grappenhall Heys 

CF 
125. Thelwall Book Swop 

The Assistant Clerk has obtained a cost for a ‘Telephone Box’ outside Barley Road which would be 
£2,000.00 plus installation and ongoing maintenance for a Book Swop facility.  It was suggested and agreed 
that  Councillors would put forward any alternative solutions/further ideas at the next meeting in 
December as to where such a facility might be located.  

             All  
 
126. Warrington Borough Council Highways Dept – Traffic Calming 

WBC has requested members to consider a narrative change in relation to Knutsford Road ‘ the extent of 
the 30mph provision is the same as viewed on the original plan supporting the 1st notice. However; the 
narrative should have read 575m, not 475m’.  It was resolved that there was no objection to this and that 
the Assistant Clerk would inform Warrington Borough Council of this decision and also to request them to 
look at count down markers to the 30pmh zone.  

             PB 
 
127. Request for Funding 

Thelwall and Grappenhall Model Railway Club have requested £500 to help replenish depleted funds due to 
the impact of Covid19 and increased rent.  It was resolved that a one-off payment of £250 be made and 
that they should enter discussion with GYCA for a possible rent reduction/holiday as well as looking for 
potential new members. A letter responding to their request would be sent by the Assistant Clerk. 

             PB 
128.  External Audit 

The Clerk was pleased to report that the External Audit, conducted by PKF Littlejohn had been concluded. 
Their comments were ‘ Except for the matter reported below1, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 
2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Section 
1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our 
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. 
For noting. 

  
 1‘Section 1, Assertion 4 has been incorrectly completed. The authority has confirmed that the electors’  

Rights notice for 2019/20 was not displayed. As a result, Section 1, Assertion 4 should be ticked ‘No’  
 
The Clerk confirmed that the notice of conclusion of audit has been displayed on the Parish Council 
noticeboard at Grappenhall and Thelwall Parish Councils’ office and a copy of this had also been displayed 
on the Parish Councils website.  

 
 
129. Accounts for Payment  
 It was resolved that the accounts for payment totalling £22,060,97 be approved.  It was noted that  
 BT is refunding around £1k off overcharges which will see no bills for several months. 
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130. Expenditure to Date 

An ‘on target’ expenditure for November (month eight) was 67%. The proposed budget for 2022/2023 will 
be emailed to Councillors over the next two weeks for discussion and resolution in December’s full Council 
Meeting.  
 

• Parish Council expenditure was running at 64% 

• Walled Garden expenditure was running at 74% 

• The overall figure was 67% 

• No concerns 

 
131. Consideration of Planning Applications 
 The recent planning applications were considered (see attached report). 
  
 
 
             
      
 

 
 

 


